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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 13 July 
2009 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 13 July 2009 have been fully considered. The 
previous rejections under 35 U.S.C § 1 12 are withdrawn in view of Applicant's 
amendments. Arguments against the art rejections are moot in view of the new 
rejections. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 14, 35, and 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US 7100183 ("Kunkel") in view of US 2003/0088872 ("Maissel"). 

Claim 14. Kunkel teaches a method comprising receiving at a user device a hot 
key signal (col. 3, lis. 36-49: demographic codes) from a television provider network, 
the hot key signal related to an advertisement being viewed by a user of the user device 
(col. 2, lis. 4-14: the codes indicate that additional information about an advertisement 
is available); the hot key signal indicating availability of additional content comprising an 
additional advertisement (id.); determining, at the user device independent of any 
request by the user but based in part on whether the additional content is related to the 
advertisement (see col. 2, lis. 4-14: describing that hot key codes are displayed based 
on the currently-watched advertisement), whether the hot key is relevant to the user (id.: 
using bit masks to determine if the user fits a demographic profile for the additional 
information); responsive to determining the hot key signal is relevant, displaying on a 
screen a hot key indicating that the hot key signal has been received and the availability 
of the additional content (see col. 4, lis. 47-53); and responsive to receiving an 
indication that the hot key is accepted (col. 4, lis. 55-59), displaying on the screen the 
additional content as video programming (col. 4, 1. 65 - col. 5, 1. 6: displaying a video 
presentation). 

Kunkel does not specify that the additional advertisement is longer than the 
advertisement. One of ordinary skill, in implementing Kunkel's method, would have had 
the choice of making the additional advertisement longer, shorter, or the same length as 
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the advertisement. Due to the finite number of available choices, the choice to make the 
additional advertisement longer than the advertisement would have been obvious to try. 
Nor does Kunkel specify that the advertisement videos are played in a full-screen 

format. 

Maissel teaches a method for directing a viewer of an advertisement to additional 
information (Fig. 12B) wherein the program containing the advertisement is displayed in 
full screen (Fig. 1). 

It would have been obvious to apply Maissel's teaching that advertisements can 
be viewed in full screen to the method of Kunkel, thus modifying Kunkel to display the 
advertisements in full screen, for the purpose of making the advertisement more 
prominent to the viewer. 

Claim 35. Kunkel in view of Maissel further teaches a system for implementing 
the above method, the system comprising a receiving portion and a processor (Kunkel 
Fig. 1). 

Claim 54. Kunkel in view of Maissel further teaches a machine readable medium 
having instructions stored thereon for implementing the above method on the receiver 
indicated above (Fig. 1). 



Claims 15-17, 36-38, and 55-57 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 



being unpatentable over Kunkel in view of Maissel and US 2007/0124763 ("Ellis"). 
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Claim 15. Kunkel teaches that the demographic codes (hot key messages) may 
be delivered by a third party, but Kunkel in view of Maissel does not further teach that 
the hot key signal comprises an IP data packet. 

Ellis teaches a targeted message system for providing additional information 
about products and services (Fig. 13), where the targeted message may be sent via the 
Internet (claim 2), the message thus comprising an IP packet with a body and header 
portion, the body portion indicating an additional information location (Fig. 7). 

It is obvious to combine known elements according to known methods to yield 
predictable results. Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Kunkel's targeted 
message that may be delivered by a third party with Ellis's teaching of an IP message 
according to the described method of delivering the message from a third party through 
the Internet, thus yielding the same predictable results of receiving the targeted 
message at the user device. 

Claim 16. Ellis further teaches determining whether the hot key signal is relevant 
to user by determining that a destination address of the signal is an address of the user 
device (IP packets use destination addresses for delivery). 

Claim 17. Kunkel further teaches that determining whether the hot key signal is 
relevant comprises determining whether the content is related to content in which the 
advertisement is presented (col. 2, lis. 4-14: codes indicate that additional information 
about an advertisement is available). 

Claims 36-38 and 55-57 correspond to claims 15-17 above and are met as 

such. 



Application/Control Number: 10/610,938 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2427 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bennett Ingvoldstad whose telephone number is (571) 
270-3431 . The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Scott Beliveau can be reached on (571) 272-7343. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Bennett Ingvoldstad/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2427 

/Scott Beliveau/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2427 



